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I                                         John Fiske

I                            respondence with any gentleman without his con-

|l                           sent. The evidence is abundant that Miss Brooks

I                           was under the thoughtful care of her brothers.   In

il;                            the course of the conversation, she told Fiske that

|                           she had thought much over his proposal of a cor-
1                         .   respondence since his Petersham visit, and inas-

I                           much as her mother and her brother James had

p/

I                           no objection to her engaging in it, she had decided

I                           to ask the consent of her brother John.   They

I                           parted with mutual expressions of much good-will,

|                           not again to meet until Miss Brooks's return in the

Miss Brooks was delayed in getting away by
reason of the departure of her brother James for
Paris as Vice-Consul with John Bigelow, and she
sent Fiske a brief note in explanation.   He re~
fil                               sponded by sending her a copy of his article on

|y                               Buckle, then just published. On Christmas Day he

ff                               received a letter from Miss Brooks in which she

|                               acknowledged the receipt of the article and ex-

pressed her profound admiration of it. Best of all,
she told him that her brother John gave his cordial
consent to their correspondence.

Fiske was supremely happy, and in his New
Year's letter to his mother of January I, 1862, he
gave her the full particulars of his acquaintance
I                               mth Miss Brooks, and he wished his mother "A

I                                Happy New Year" in nine different languages!

I                                    In replying to Miss Brooks's letter assenting to

|                                the**1 correspondence, Fiske expressed his great
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                                                     , -
